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THESE  NOTES  were  written  in  1957.  One  Hundred 
Years  after  Mr.  Thomas  Ellis  of  Richmond,  Virginia, 
wrote  a  Genealogy  of  the  Ellis  Family,  which  was  pu- 
lished  by  Bishop  Mead  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  a  book  entitled  “Old  Churches,  Ministers  and 
Families  of  Virginia.” 


These  notes  are  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Major  Giles 
Underhill  Ellis.  1809-1886,  Slave  Holder,  Planter,  Legis¬ 
lator  and  Defender  of  his  beloved  State  of  Florida,  dur¬ 
ing  the  Seminole  Indian  War,  1835-1842. 
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THE  ELLIS  LINE 


IN  FRANCE 

I  he  name  Ellis  is  found  as  a  surname  in  France  as  early  as  the 
Ninth  Century.  But  not  until  alter  the  Battle  of  Hastings  (1066 
A.D.)  did  these  Ellises  go  to  England.  They  followed  William 
1  he  Conqueror,  who  became  King  of  England,  from  France  to 
England,  arid  the  Ellises  have  continued  to  live  in  England  since 
the  Battle  of  Hastings. 

1  he  early  spellings  of  the  name  Ellis  in  England  and  France 
were  as  follows:  Alis;  Helis;  Elalis;  Hellys;  Halys;  Hillis;  Ealis; 
Eliss;  Elys;  and  Ellis. 

So  it  is,  the  Ellises  were  in  France  about  800  years  before 
Jamestown,  Virginia,  was  settled  in  1607. 

(See  Vol.  32  Americana  Encyclopedia,  pages  140-142). 

IN  ENGLAND 


1  he  Ellises  were  in  England  some  live  hundred  years  before 
Jamestown  was  settled.  There  were  many  great  scholars  among 
them:  Sir  Henry  Ellis  (1777-1869);  Havelock  Ellis  (1875-1939)  ; 
Ceorge  Ellis.  (1753-1815),  English  Author;  John  Ellis  (V710- 
1776),  English  Naturalist;  Robinson  Ellis  (1834-1913),  English 
Classical  Scholar;  John  Alexander  Ellis  (1814-1890),  English 
Scientist  and  Philosopher;  and  many  others. 

1  he  surname  ol  Ellis  is  said  to  have  been  derived  from  the 
name  Elias  .  Some  ol  the  Ellises  ol  Wales,  England,  settled  in 
Denbigh  County,  England,  and  called  their  manor  “Wrexham”. 
John  Ellis,  who  was  a  descendent  Irom  this  family,  was  an  ollicer 
in  the  English  Army  in  the  Conquest  of  Jamaica,  which  is  a  large 
island  south  ol  Cuba,  Irom  Spain,  A.D.  1655.  He  was  a  member  ol 
the  House  of  Assembly  of  Jamaica  (Legislature)  in  1688.  He 
died  in  1706  and  left  eleven  children— lour  sons  and  seven  daugh¬ 
ters.  His  son,  John  Ellis,  Jr.,  was  born  1675  and  was  baptized 
in  1678  in  the  Episcopal  Church  ol  St.  Katherine  in  Jamaica. 
John  Ellis,  Jr.,  married  Elizabeth  (irate  Needham,  a  daughter  of 
Colonel  George  Needham,  who  was  Speaker  ol  the  House  ol  As¬ 
sembly,  (Legislature),  in  Jamaica.  John  Ellis,  Jr.’s  will  is  dated 
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in  London  where  lie  died  in  1710,  leaving  several  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters.  One  ol  his  descendants  was  Baron  Fred  G.  Ellis,  clearly 
showing  that  the  Ellises  had  been  in  England  lor  generations 
prior  to  the  death  ol  John  Ellis,  Jr.,  in  1710. 

Leopold  George  Frederick  Agar-Ellis  had  the  titles  ol  Lord 
Clilden;  Baron  ol  Gowran  and  Baron  ol  Briton.  The  first  and 
fourth  .quarters  ol  his  Goat  ol  Arms  is  the  same  ancient  Ellis  Goat 
ol  Arms,  which  is  additional  evidence  that  the  Ellises  were  a  very 
old  family  in  England. 

Sir  John  Whittaker  Ellis,  whose  English  title  was  Baron  ol 
Bylleet,  ol  Surrey  County,  England,  was  a  member  ol  English 
Parliament  and  descended  from  a  Mayor  of  London  whose  Ellis 
Goat  ol  Arms  bears  proof  of  having  the  insignia  of  the  Mayor  of 
London,  combined  with  the  anc  ient  Ellis  Goat  of  Arms,  which  is 
strong  evidence  that  an  Ellis  was  at  one  distant  time  tire  Mayor  of 
London. 


1\  AMERICA 


1  lie  Ellises  were  among  the  hist  settlers  to  come  to  America. 
1  hey  first  came  to  Jamestown,  later  others  came  to  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut  and  other  colonies.  I  here  were  eminent  scholars 
among  them:  George  Edward  Ellis  ( 1 8 14- 1 81)4)  ,  a  graduate  ol 
Harvard  College;  Alston  Ellis  (1847-1920),  American  Educator; 
John  Willis  Ellis  (1820-18(11),  American  Statesman;  and  many 
others. 

I\  VIR(m1.\IA 


I  he  name  ol  Ellis  appears  early  in  the  History  ol  Virginia. 

I  hey  came  to  Virginia  soon  alter  Jamestown  was  settled  in  1(107. 
David  Ellis  came  in  the  second  supply  ol  emigrants  and  was  one 
ol  the  men  sent  by  Capt.  John  Smith  to  build  a  house  lor  King 
Powhatan  (Indian  Chiel  in  Virginia)  at  his  lavorite  seat,  Indian 
\  i  1 1  age,  “Werewocomico”  on  the  York  River,  in  Virginia. 

In  1(152  John  Ellis  (English  Gentleman)  of  Northampton 
County,  Virginia,  and  live  other  promicnt  colonists  were  elected 
to  write  instruc  tions  to  the  House  ol  Burgesses  ol  \  irginia  (Legis¬ 
lature)  as  to  high  lax  grievances.  1  hey  were  opposing  the1  levy 
ol  high  taxes  by  the  House  ol  Burgesses.  John  Ellis  was  one  ol  the 
grantees  in  the  second  Charter  ol  the  Virginia  Company  from 
the  King  ol  England  lor  bother  settlement  ol  Colonists  in  Vir¬ 


ginia. 
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The  Parish  Register  of  Christ’s  Church  of  Middlesex,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  shows  that  Edward  Ellis  married  Susannah  Hill  on  July  7, 
lhyS.  Both  of  them  lived  in  that  Parish. 

1  he  same  church  register  shows  that  one,  Sarah  Ellis,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Ellis  and  Mary  Ellis,  his  wife,  was 
horn  November  7,  1717 ,  and  baptized  in  Christ  Episcopal 

Chinch,  December  17,  1717’  when  she  was  about  live  weeks  old. 
Hezekiah  Ellis,  who  died  172(1,  and  Mary,  had  a  son  Hezekiah 
Ellis,  Jr.,  who  died  in  1782,  in  Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia, 
leaving  children:  Eliza,  Thomas,  Hezekiah  III,  Mildred,  and 
Sally,  01  phans,  with  W  illiam  Ellis  appointed  their  guardian,  and 
John  Ellis  as  surety  on  the  guardian’s  bond.  Hezekiah  Ellis’s 
lathei  was  William  Ellis  who  died  May  icj,  1 7 ( >( > ,  in  Spotsylvania 
County,  Virginia,  leaving  his  wife,  Elizabeth  executrix  ol  his  Will 
and  as  legatees  111  his  W  ill,  his  c  hildren:  William,  •  John,  Heze¬ 
kiah,  Elizabeth,  Ann,  Mary  and  Agnes’.  I  Ins  John  Ellis  married 
Sarah  Parish  and  Agnes  married  her  cousin,  William  Ellis. 

1  01  services  111  the  Erencli  and  Indian  War,  Land  Bounty 
Certificates  were  granted  in  1780  by  the  Court  of  Hanover  Coun¬ 
ty,  Virginia,  to  Sergeant  Bartlett  Ellis  and  Richard  Ellis;  to 
Chailes  Edlis,  175^’  bom  Albermarle  County,  Virginia;  to  Private 
Nathan  Ellis  and  Private  James  Ellis  1 10111  Lenenburg  County, 
\  irginia,  to  Piivate  Edward  Edits  ol  Middlesex  County,  V  irginia, 
and  to  James  Ellis  ol  Surrey  County,  Virginia. 

John  Ellis,  on  Eebruary  10,  1 7 7 7 »  (hiring  the  Revolutionary 
Wai,  fuinished  wood  for  the  Militia  lor  New  Kent  and  Henrico 
Counties  and  Charles  City,  for  three  pounds  and  twelve  shillings. 

Bishop  Mead,  of  the  Episcopal  Church  ol  Virginia,  published 
a  book  entitled  “Old  Churches,  Ministers  and  Families  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  .  In  April,  1857,  Mr.  1  homas  Edlis  ol  Richmond,  V  irginia, 
wrote  a  genealogy  of  the  Ellis  family  and  Bishop  Mead  published 
this  genealogy  in  Volume  2,  page  461  of  his  book,  as  follows: 

My  immediate  family  is  ol  Welsh  extraction  and  my  descent 
is  traced  back  to  John  Ellis  who  settled  on  Peters  Creek,  a  branch 
ol  1  uckahoe  Creek,  in  Henrico  County.  He  was  born  in  the  year 
i()hi  and  he  appears  at  Varina,  the  County  Seat  ol  Henrico  Coun- 
ty,  V  iiginia,  in  if>8g.  His  wile  was  named  Susannah  and  their 
children  were:  John,  William,  Thomas,  Henry,  lames,  Joseph, 
Mary  and  Charles.’’ 

John,  the  eldest,  married  Elizabeth  Ware,  related  to  Baldwin 
and  VVaie  Rockett,  sea  captains  who  owned  property  in  Richmond 
called  I  he  Rocketts  .  1  his  John  Edlis  was  magistrate  and  High 
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Sheriff  of  Henrico  County,  Virginia.  His  oldest  son,  (olm,  in- 
heiited  the  iamily  residence,  I  he  Rockett  ,  and  resided  there 
until  his  death.  It  still  belongs  (1857)  to  the  family  of  one  ol  his 
gi anddaugh ters  who  married  John  Bowles  ol  Louisa  County, 
Viiginia.  I  lie  land  on  which  this  homestead  was  situated  was 
patented  to  William  Clover,  April  28,  1  (>c)  1 ,  and  by  him  sold  to 
John  Ellis  (senior)  lor  two  thousand  pounds  of  Tobacco. 

William,  the  second  son,  lived  to  the  age  ol  8ij  years  and  died 
leaving  lour  sons  and  four  daughters.  One  ol  his  grandsons,  W  il¬ 
liam  Burton  Ellis,  who  married  Elizabeth  West,  was  born  1781 
and  was  living  in  1857,  in  his  7 (> t h  year. 

1  homas  Ellis,  third  son,  was  Inspector  of  Tobacco  at  Schockoe 
warehouse  and  owned  the  coal  property,  since  known  as  the 
Edgehill  1  its  .  He  married  Elizabeth  Patterson  by  whom  he  had 
two  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  ol  whom  married  and  left 
families. 

Henry,  the  fourth  son,  never  married,  he  died  in  171)8. 

James  the  fifth  son,  married  but  died  without  issue. 

Joseph,  the  sixth  son,  born  1715,  married  Elizabeth  Perkins, 
and  raised  a  numerous  family.  His  grandson,  Daniel  Ellis,  born 

1  / 74 »  uas  living  1857,  near  Watkinsx  die,  Cooehland  County 
Virginia. 

I  he  Ellises  of  I  tic  kahoe  Creek  are  principally  the. descendants 
Joseph  Ellis.  His  will,  dated  1785,  was  proved  17(12.  His  wife  died 
about  1798.  ' 

Mary  Ellis,  seventh  child,  married  Mr.  John  Smith  who  owned 
a  fine  larm  called  “Strawberry  Hill’’,  belonging  in  1857  to  Mr. 
Robert  Edmond  ol  Richmond,  Virginia 

-O 

Cliai  les  Ellis,  seventh  son,  was  born  1719  in  Henrico  County, 
Virginia.  He  was  married  in  1739  by  the  Rev.  William  Stitch,  to 
Susannah  Harding,  daughter  of  Thomas  Harding  and  Mary  Odes, 
and  had  two  sons  and  eight  daughters.  I  le  removed  first  to  A111- 
heist  County  and  then  to  Albermarle  County  in  1704.  He  found¬ 
ed  die  Ellis  homestead  called  “Red  Hill"  on  Pedlar  River,  Alber- 
mai  le  County,  \  lrginia.  He  died  there  in  17^9. 

One  Jane  Ellis,  born  1780,  in  Winchester  County,  Viiginia, 
married  Nathaniel  B.  Tucker,  Nathaniel  was  a  son  ol  Judge 
Henry  St.  Ceorge  luckcr.  One  ol  Jane  Ellis  Tinker's  descend¬ 
ants  was  Rev.  Beverly  Danbridge,  who  married  in  1873  Anna 
Maria  Washington,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Colonel  John  Aug¬ 
ustine  Washington,  who  served  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  was 
killed  in  i8(ii  on  Pickett  duty.  Rex.  Danbridge  inherited  Mount 
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Vernon,  the  home  of  George  Washington,  the  first  President  ol 
the  United  States  and  sold  it  in  i860  to  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies 
Association. 

AT  JAMESTOWN 


Jamestown  was  settled  May  4,  1607,  on  an  island  in  James 
River  about  thirty-two  miles  from  the  mouth  ol  the  River,  under 
the  leadership  of  Captain  Christopher  Newport  and  Captain  John 
Smith,  Sr.  The  original  buildings  of  Jamestown  were  destroyed 
in  1608  and  the  settlers’  numbers  were  depleted  by  famine  and 
disease  in  the  winter  of  1  hop- 1 6  1  o.  Many  of  them  died.  The  sur¬ 
vivors  abandoned  Jamestown  on  June  7,  1610.  As  they  sailed 
down  James  River  on  their  return  to  England,  they  met  three 
ships  at  the  mouth  of  the  River,  under  command  of  Lord  Dela¬ 
ware,  bringing  much  needed  supplies  and  one  hundred  fifty  new 
settlers.  Lord  Delaware  persuaded  the  old  settlers  to  return  to 
Jamestown.  Under  his  leadership,  they  rebuilt  Jamestown,  con¬ 
structed  lorts,  and  re-established  the  colony. 

John  If  1 1  is,  Sr.  came  to  America  from  England  soon  after 
Jamestown  was  settled.  It  is  almost  certain  that  John  Ellis,  Sr. 
came  to  America  with  Lord  Delaware  in  1610  and  assisted  in  re¬ 
building  Jamestown.  John  Ellis,  Sr.  later  settled  on  the  east  side 
ol  Chesapeake  Bay  in  Northampton  County,  Virginia. 

John  Ellis,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  1661,  was  in  all  probability 
a  son  ol  John  Ellis,  Sr.  John  Ellis,  Jr.’s  wife  was  named  Susannah. 
1  heir  children  were:  John,  William,  Thomas,  Henry,  James, 
Joseph,  Mary  and  Charles. 

One  Mary  Giles  married  Thomas  Harding  and  they  had  a 
daughter,  Susannah,  who  was  born  in  1721  or  1722.  Susannah 
Harding  married  Charles  Ellis,  the  seventh  son  of  John  Ellis,  Jr. 
(diaries  Ellis,  who  was  born  in  1719  in  Henrico  County,  Virginia, 
and  Susannah  Harding  Ellis,  his  wife  had  two  sons  and  eight 
daughters:  Hannah,  Edith,  Susannah,  Josiah,  Mary  Ann,  Charles, 
Sara,  Bethena,  Elizabeth,  and  Rosanna. 

Giles  Ellis,  Sr.  (1777-1848),  who  married  Eli/abeth  I  lagan, 
was,  in  all  probability,  a  son  ol  Chailcs  Ellis,  who  married  Susan¬ 
nah  Harding,  and  the  daughter  ol  Mary  Giles  Harding  and 
1  homas  Harding.  (01  es  Ellis,  Sr.  and  family  mo\ed  to  Bulloch 
County,  Georgia.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Polly,  Sarah, 
Elizabeth,  Martha,  Mary,  I  rances,  John,  Giles  IJ.,  Colson,  and 
Thomas  C.  Ellis. 
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Giles  Ellis,  Sr.  and  family  moved  from  Bulloch  County,  Geor¬ 
gia  to  Nassau  County,  Florida  in  1820,  and  from  Nassau  County 
they  moved  to  Hogtown,  now  Gainesville,  Florida,  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1824. 

(Note:  More  research  is  necessary  to  establish  lor  a  certainty 
the  identity  and  other  facts  as  to  John  Ellis,  Sr.,  John  Ellis,  Jr., 
and  Gil es  Ellis,  Sr.) 

THE  GILES  FAMILY  IN  VIRGINIA 

The  (dies  Family  of  Virginia  is  of  English  extraction.  They 
also  came  to  Virginia  soon  after  Jamestown  was  settled  in  1  (>07 . 
John  (files  and  Henry  Giles  came  from  England  to  Virginia  in 
1635.  John  (files  was  Burgess  (representative)  from  Isle  of  Wight 
County  to  the  House  of  Burgesses  (legislature)  in  Virginia  in 
tf>8(). 

Thomas  (files  was  a  member  of  Quorum  Court  of  Isle  of 
Wight  County  in  Virginia  in  1698.  Thomas  Giles  was  also  Bur¬ 
gess  (representative)  from  Isle  of  Wight  County  of  Virginia  to 
the  House  of  Burgesses  (legislature)  from  1702  to  1714.  A  Rich¬ 
ard  Ellis  married  Mary  Goche  before  1759. 

Mary  Giles  married  Thomas  Harding  and  they  had  a  child,  a 
daughter,  Susannah  Harding,  who  was  born  in  1721  or  1722. 
Susannah  married  Charles  Ellis  in  JanuaTy,  1740.  Charles  Ellis, 
the  seventh  son  of  John  Ellis  and  his  wife,  Susannah  Ellis,  was 
born  in  Henrico  County,  Virginia  in  1719.  Charles  Ellis  and 
Susannah,  his  wife,  had  two  sons  and  eight  daughters,  Hannah, 
Edith,  Susannah,  Josiah,  Mary  Ann,  Charles,  Sarah,  Beihcna, 
Elizabeth,  and  Rosanna.  Charles  Ellis  and  Susannah,  his  wife, 
removed  to  Amherst  County  and  then  to  Albermaile  County, 
Virginia,  in  1754.  Charles  Ellis  louncled  the  Ellis  Homestead 
called  "Red  Hill”  on  Pedlar  River,  Albermaile  County,  Virginia, 
where  he  died  in  1 7 A 9  at  the  age  of  forty.  Charles  Ellis  was,  in 
1758,  awarded  a  Land  Bounty  Certificate,  for  his  services  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War.  Josiah  Ellis,  the  fourth  child  ol  Charles 
Ellis  and  his  wife  Susannah  Harding  Ellis,  man  ic'd  Jane  Shelton, 
April  i\,  1 7<)().  Jane  was  born  about  September,  1717.  Josiah  and 
Jane  had  eleven  children:  John,  Nancy,  Charles,  Richard,  Josiah, 
Mary,  Thomas,  Jane,  Lewis,  Joshua,  and  Powhatan.  Ric  hard  left 
a  daughter,  Emily  Ellis,  who  married  David  11.  I  apscott.  The 
eleven  children  ol  Josiah  Ellis  and  his  wife,  Jane  Ellis,  above 
named,  were  the  great  grandchildren  ol  the  said  Mary  Giles  and 
her  husband  Thomas  Harding. 
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I  he  widow  ol  Charles  Kill’s,  alter  his  death,  married  John 
Bickley,  a  widower  with  eleven  children,  hall  of  them  married 
off-  She  had  only  one  child  by  Bickley,  named  Mildred,  who  died 
in  girlhood.  The  widow  of  Charles  Kllis  (see  Susannah  Harding) 
died  in  181b  or  1817,  at  the  age  of  95,  and  was  buried  by  the  side 
ol  her  Inst  husband,  Charles  Kllis,  in  the  lamily  burying  ground 
at  Reel  Hill  ’,  Albermarle  County,  Virginia.  And  so  it  is  by  the 
marriage  of  Susannah  Harding,  the  daughter  of  Mary  (dies,  to 
Charles  Kllis,  in  1740,  the  old  Kllis  family  and  the  old  Giles  fami¬ 
ly  ol  Virginia,  were  united  and  their  two  sons  Charles  Kllis,  who 
mar  lied  Klizabeth  Waters,  and  Josiah  Kllis,  who  married  Jane 
Shelton,  became  the  ancestors  of  many  of  the  present  day  Kllises. 

(dies  Harding  was  related  to  Susannah  Harding.  He  furnished 
a  wagon  and  team  to  Captain  Massie  &  Company  for  the  Gooch¬ 
land  County  Militia,  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  One  of  the 
claughteis  ol  Charles  Kllis  and  his  wife  Susannah  married  a  Chap¬ 
man  who  was  also  related  to  the  (dies  family.  In  1724,  Hugh  (dies 

ol  Wight  County,  Virginia,  was  at  the  christening  of  one  of  the 
Chapman  infants. 


Jacob  Giles  moved  to  Ohio  and  was  a  member  of  the  Ohio 
Company  and  signed  a  Petition  in  1748  to  King  George  II  ol 
hngkind,  authority  for  settling  the  country  on  the  Ohio  River 
and  extending  the  same  to  British  traders.  Some  of  the  Kair- 
laxes,  Washingtons  and  Chapmans  also  signed  this  Petition. 

John  (dies  was  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Continental  Ar¬ 
my  during  the  Revolutionary  War  from' 177(1  to  1782.  Hugh 
(dies  was  also  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Continental  Army 
during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  W  illiams  (dies,  on  January  1  (>,  1777,  fur¬ 
nished  wagons  and  teams  three  and  a  half  days  to  Captain  Dab¬ 
ney’s  Company  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Virginia  Militia  during  the  same  War  and  was 
paid  for  six  days  of  service,  147  shillings. 

Hannah  Kitty  (dies  married  Samuel  Chase,  of  Maryland,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  was  one  of  the 
signets  ol  the  Declaration  ol  Independence  on  July  4,  177(1. 

Isaac  (dies,  a  bachelor,  returned  to  Kngland  and  died  and 
willed  his  property  to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Rebecca  (dies  Lowe. 

It  is  probable  that  (dies  Kllis  (1777-1838),  the  Kather  of  Cap¬ 
tain  1  hoi  lias  C.  Kllis  and  Major  (dies  U.  Kllis,  was  a  direct  de- 
cendant  ol  Mary  Giles  Harding  whose  daughter,  Susannah, 
lied  (diaries  Kllis. 
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THE  ELLIS  FAMILY  IN  FLORIDA 

GILES  ELLIS 

1777- t8$8 

Giles  I'  ll  is,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  was  born  in  1777  and 
died  April  21,  1848.  He  married  Elizabeth  Hagan,  l  ie  was  a  son 
of  William  Ellis  of  English  extraction,  (dies  and  Elizabeth  had 
ten  children  being  named  in  order  of  birth  as  follows:  Polly, 
Sara,  Elizabeth,  Martha,  Macy,  Frances,  John,  (dies  U.,  Colson, 
and  Thomas  C.  The  family  moved  from  Georgia  to  Florida  in 
1820  and  first  settled  in  Nassau  County.  They  next  moved  to 
Alachua  County  on  December  24,  1824. 

CAPT.  THOMAS  C.  ELLIS 

1814- 

Capt.  Thomas  C.  Ellis,  the  youngest  son  of  (dies  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ellis,  was  born  in  Bullock  County,  Georgia,  September  30, 

1814,  and  died - .  He  was  taken  to  Florida  at  the  age  of  six 

years.  The  family  settled  in  Nassau  County  in  1820.  On  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  1824,  he  was  removed  to  Alachua  County  where  he  was 
reared  and  was  always  engaged  in  farming  and  stoc  k  raising.  On 
December  18,  1839,  he  married  Sarah  A.  Townsend  ot  Liberty 
County,  Georgia,  who  was  born  in  1820,  a  daughter  ol  Light 
and  Phoebe  (Carter)  Townsend.  To  this  union  were  born  thir¬ 
teen  children.  Six  of  whom  were  living  in  1889  and  named  as 
follows:  Thomas  lb,  William  lb,  George  R.,  Lotus  C.,  Pauline 
(wife  of  Frank  Me  1 1  vane)  and  Margarette  E.,  (wife  of  Robert 
McClellan).  He  was  made  Captain  and  rendered  distinguished 
service  in  the  Indian  War  in  Florida  in  1835  to  1842.  He  was 
Sheriff  in  Alachua  County  in  1842.  For  many  years  before  his 
death  he  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  ol  Gainesville  and  Ala¬ 
chua  County  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him. 
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THOMAS  B.  ELLIS 


1  homas  B.  K 1 1  is,  oldest  son  ol  Capt.  and  Sarah  Ellis,  was  horn 
in  Alachua  County  on  June  2,  1842,  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  ol  his  day.  In  iShi  at  the  outbreak  ol  the  Civil 
War  lie  answered  the  call  to  arms  ol  the  Confederacy  and  enlisted 
in  the  1  bird  Florida  Volunteers,  in  a  Company  commanded  by 
Capt.  W.  C.  Saxon.  He  served  principally  in  Florida,  Mississippi, 
1  ennessee  and  Kentucky;  he  was  wounded  in  the  battle  ol  Perry- 
ville,  captured  and  taken  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  he  was 
held  a  prisoner  one  month  and  then  sent  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  for 
exchange.  He  later  rejoined  his  command  and  served  faithfully 


to  the  end  ol  the  Civil  War  between  the  States.  After  several 
business  ventures,  most  ol  them  successful,  he  settled  in  Caines- 
ville,  Florida,  and  under  the  linn  name  of  McClellan  and  FI  1  is, 
entered  the  general  merchantile  business  dealing  mostly  in  hard¬ 
ware,  lurniture,  mill  supplies,  etc. 

I11  187b  Thomas  B.  Fllis  married  Dora  Cattrell  of  Florida,  a 
daughter  ol  Hon.  J.  L.  F.  Cattrell,  and  this  marriage  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  lour  children:  Thomas  B.,  Jr.,  A1  lie,  Mag,  Dorean 
(i.,  and  Charles  R.  1  homas  B.  Fllis  was  a  Master  Mason,  a  con¬ 
stant  member  ol  the  Baptist  Church  and  an  outstanding  citizen 
ol  Alachua  County. 


JOH  V  ELLIS 
18 - 1 844 


John,  brother  ol  Major  (biles  U.  Fllis,  and  his  wife,  Martha, 
were  the  parents  ol  John  H.  Fllis,  Jr.,  who  was  born  February  12, 
J°bn  Fllis,  Sr.,  was  killed  by  a  horse  in  Alachua  County  on 
February  22,  or  27,  1844,  about  two  weeks  after  the  birth  ol 
John  Jr. 
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SARAH  ELLIS 

Sarah  Ellis,  born  about  1799,  and  died  on  September  13, 
1833,  was  a  sister  of  Captain  Thomas  E.  Ellis  and  Major 
Giles  U.  Ellis.  Sarah  Ellis  married  Janies  Osteen  on  Septem¬ 
ber  21,  1820,  and  he  died  May  28,  1839.  1  hey  had  one  c  hild, 
a  son,  Hezekiah  Ellis  Osteen  who  was  born  July  4,  1821,  and 
died  April  40,  1904.  Hezekiah  Ellis  Osteen  married  Susan 
Gaskins  September'  20,  1840.  Susan  Gaskins  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  9,  182b,  and  died  April  14,  1886.  They  had  eleven  c  hil¬ 
dren:  Leonora  Sopluonia,  born  February  2 b,  1842;  Fiona 
Carolina,  born  September  21,  1844,  died  March  28,  1908,  and 
Fiona  married  Daniel  IF  Causey  May  24,  1 8(>(> ;  Martha  Mal¬ 
vina,  born  December  21,  184b;  Frances  Sophila,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  25,  1850,  died  January  14,  1914,  and  married  Leighton  E. 
Causey,  July  2b,  18(19;  Arthur  Cabell,  born  January  20,  1854, 
died  March  22,  191(1;  and  married  Lizzie  Summerlin,  who 
was  born  October  20,  1 85a  and  died  January  19,  1844; 

Marion  Fisher,  born  July  18,  1855,  and  died _ 

.  _ ,  and  married  Annie  Kami  July  21,  1880;  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ella,  born  March  11,  ,  and  died  . . . 

and  married  Fclward  Turner;  James  Webster  born  February 
7,  18b  1,  and  died  .  and  married 

(1)  Lizzie  Patlillo  and  (2)  Fotta  Fogg;  Thomas  Fee,  born 

December  20,  18(14,  and  died _ _ _  _ 

and  married  Jessie  Gregory;  Kirby  Barrs,  born  July  24,  i8bb, 
and  died  June  12,  1949,  and  married  Donnie  A.  Brooke  May 
2,  1894;  Olive  Abigail,  born  October  24,  1871,  and  died 

,  and  married  Arthur  Erexani 

Feaster. 

ELIZABETH  ELLIS 


Elizabeth  Ellis,  a  sister  of  Captain  I  homas  C.  Ellis  and 
Giles  IJ.  Ellis,  was  born  January  10,  1801,  and  died  June  5, 
1877,  at  the  age  of  7b.  Elizabeth  Ellis  married  Eheopilus 
Weeks  who  was  born  July  29,  1800,  and  died  September  28, 
1857.  Eheopilus  Weeks  who  married  Elizabeth  Ellis  was  the 
son  ol  Eheopilus  Weeks,  Sr.,  who  was  burn  October  21, 
17(10,  and  died  __  ,  and  Eheopilus 

Weeks,  Sr.  married  Ann  Osteen,  who  was  born  Oc  tober  2 7, 
176$,  and  died  :  Theopilus 
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W  eeks  and  Elizabeth  Weeks  had  eiOit  children;  Barnett  C. 

Weeks  who  was  born _ ,  and  died 

July  4,  1804,  and  on  December  20,  1849  married  Henrietta 
Mathews  who  was  born  September  17,  1830,  and  died  Novem¬ 
ber  25,  1904;  Call  Weeks,  born _ : _ 

.and  died_ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ ,  never  married,  and 

was  killed  in  the  battle  ol  Olnstee  in  the  Civil  W  ar;  William 

Theopilns  Weeks,  born  _ _ _ _ and  died 

- -  and  married  Mattie  Turner; 

Johnathan  W^eeks  born _ _ _ and  died 

- - ,  and  married  Mary  Whetstone; 

Frank  Weeks  born _ _ _ and  died 

- and  married  Laura  Jadon  and 

they  had  five  children:  Sherard,  Lester,  Jennie,  Annie,  and 
1  homas;  Alexander  Adison  W  eeks  born  February  (>,  1840, 
and  died  April  28,  1882,  and  married  Candace  Mathews; 

Celeta  Weeks  born _ _ ,  died _ 

- - - ,  and  married  Dr.  1).  M.  Day; 

Sherard  Weeks  born _  ^  _ t  and  died 

- 1 - _and  married  Maggie  Smallwood 

OO 

and  alter  Sherard’s  death,  Maggie  married  Joseph  Ruff. 


Barnett  C.  Weeks  and  Henrietta  Mathews  Weeks  had 
seven  children:  Margaret  Joseph  W  eeks  born  October  28, 
1850,  and  died  _  ,  and  married 

Lawrence  Edward  Means:  Odes  Underhill  Weeks  was  born 
March  6,  1852,  nacl  died  ;  William 

Christopher  Columbus  Weeks  born  August  7,  1854,  and 
died  April  21,  - ;  Charles  Whitfield  Weeks  born  Feb¬ 

ruary  29,  185(1,  and  died  October  b,  1858;  Fll  Tulula  Weeks 
was  born  Marc  h  25,  1 8 f> 8 ,  and  died 

and  was  never  married;  Orie  Weeks,  born  December  8,  i8(io, 
and  is  still  living  in  1949  and  married  I  homas  F.  Williams; 
and  Elizabeth  Saguine  W  eeks  was  born  November  12,  18(14 
and  died  June  16,  1940,  and  was  never  married. 


1  heopilus  Weeks  owned  about  boo  .teles  ol  land  near 
I’hillippi  Baptist  Chinch  which  land  was  situated  between 
the  old  Wire  Road  and  Olnstee  Creek,  where  lie  and  his 
family  lived.  He  donated  the  land  lor  the  Phillippi  Baptist 
Church  and  Cemetery.  1  heopilus  and  Elizabeth  were  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  Olnstee  Baptist  Church. 
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THE  BRANNING  FAMILY 


Andrew  Branning  married  Susan  Newberry,  September  8, 
1795.  They  had  six  c  hildren:  George' Washington,  born  1799  and 
died  1878;  Reid;  a  daughter  (name  unkonwn) ,  Samuel,  born 
July  20,  1797;  William,  born  March  30,  1802,  and  Mary,  born 
October  1,  18 15  and  died  September  12,  1855.  Andrew  Branning 
and  his  Family  came  from  Raleigh,  North  Carolina  in  ox  carts  to 
Micldlebiirg,  Florida,  about  1812-1815.  Samuel  Branning,  the 
fourth  child  of  Andrew  and  Susan,  when  about  fourteen  years  of 
age,  was  killed  by  the  Indians  on  their  long  journey  to  Florida. 
Mary  Branning,  the  sixth  child  of  Andrew  and  Susan  Branning, 
was  the  Aunt  of  the  Rev.  Levy  Branning.  Mary  Branning  mar¬ 
ried  Giles  Underhill  Ellis  April  22,  1850.  George  Washington 
Branning,  the  oldest  child  of  Andrew  and  Susan,  married  Mary 
Ellis  Phillips  and  they  had  eight  children:  Levy;  Mary  Ellen,  born 
1850;  Martha,  born  in  1851;  Robert  Raymond  Reid,  who  died  in 
youth;  Thomas  Jesup;  George  Washington,  |r.;  William  C.,  born 
1848;  and  Frances.  Levy  Branning,  known  later  as  Rev.  Levy 
Branning,  married  Virginia  Budington.  They  lived  at  Waldo, 
Florida  and  had  seven  children:  Levy,  Jr.;  Lalla;  Vida;  Susan; 
Osias;  Florence  and  Irene. 


MAJOR  GILES  UXDERH/LL  ELLIS 

1 809- 1 88f> 

Giles  IJ.  Ellis,  the  son  of  Giles  and  Elizabeth  Ellis,  was  born 
Marc  h  22,  1809,  in  Bulloch  County,  Georgia.  He  came  to  Florida 
as  a  boy  In  1820  from  Dooley  County,  Georgia,  when  the  Ellis 
family  settled  in  Nassau  County.  This  family  moved  to  Alachua 
County  December  24,  1824.  On  April  22,  1840,  (dies  U.  Ellis 
married  Mary  Branning  of  Waldo,  Florida,  who  was  born  ol 
Andrew  Branning  and  Susan,  his  wife,  October  1,  1815.  Mary  was 
an  aunt  ol  the  Rev.  Levy  Branning.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
the  following  children:  Solomon  II.  Ellis,  born  January  28.  1841 
and  died  December  18,  1851,  nearly  twenty-one  years  old;  George 
B.  Ellis  was  born  June  5,  1844,  and  married:  (1)  Mary  A.  Gibson 
July  5,  1855  and  (2)  Garnelia  1).  Hatch,  September  12,  187b,  who 
was  a  sister  of  A.  B.  Brown  and  I.  J.  Brown,  and  died  March  4, 
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i () 1 2 ,  Elizabeth  S.  Ellis  was  born  October  26,  18^7,  married 
Robert  Martin,  and  died  January  18,  1888;  Easter  Florida  Ellis 
was  born  May  30,  1840,  married  Joel  Keathley  Niblack,  and  died 
October  22,  1913;  Catherwood  Ellis  was  born  May  11,  1844,  and 
was  killed  the  day  before  the  battle  ol  Olustee  February  20,  18(14, 
while  riding  a  white  horse  in  “Mart’s  Lane;”  Texas  Ellis  was  born 
March  22,  1845,  married  John  E.  Niblack,  and  died  January  5, 
Caliloinia  Ellis  was  born  August  2,  1848,  married  William 

H.  L.  1  ownsend,  and  died  June  i(),  1912;  Erances  Utah  Ellis  was 
boi n  August  5>  1850;  married  John  J.  Bunch,  and  died  December 
20,  1898;  Mary  (dies  Ellis  was  born  Eebmary  15,  1854,  and  died 
September  11,  1857,  about  lour  and  a  hall  years  of  age.  Mary 
Bianning  Ellis,  the  first  wile  ol  Odes  U.  Ellis,  died  September  12, 
l855>  ail(l  was  buried  near  the  old  Ellis  home  at  Fort  Clark,  about 
six  miles  west  ol  Gainesville  and  close  to  the  road  to  Newberry. 

Giles  U.  Ellis  maiiied  Nancy  L.  (Jones)  1  ownsend,  widow  of 
the  late  W.  C.  1  ownsend,  March  27,  i85(>.  Nancy  was  born  De¬ 
cember  2O,  1820,  and  died  March  12,  1 88(>. 

Nancy,  at  the  time  she  married  Major  (dies  U.  Ellis  had  live 
chilchen  ol  the  late  W.  G.  1  ownsend.  I  heir  names,  dates  of  birth 
and  death  and  marriages,  respectively,  are  as  follows:  Malvinia 
Townsend,  born  January  3,  1840  and  died  December  27,  11)24, 
and  married  Charlie  Martin;  Levonia  Townsend,  born  April*  22, 
1842,  and  died  March  2,  1915,  and  married  James  Stanley:  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry  L.  Townsend,  born  March  _  ,  1844,  and  died  Sep¬ 
tember  7,  1:883,  and  married  California  Ellis;  Evelena  Sevena 

I.  ownsend  born  March  4,  184(1,  died  February  2 (>,  1918,  and  mar- 
licd  1.  C.  Cat  mil;  and  Nora  A.  I  ownsend  died  October  24, 
1878,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years,  six  months  and  married  Dr. 

I  .  C.  Hunter  and  after  Nora’s  death,  Dr.  Hunter  married  Nora's 
sister,  Levonia  1  ownsend  Stanley,  a  widow.  W.  C.  Townsend  and 
his  wile,  Nancy,  and  their  live  children  lived  at  Mikesyille  in  a 
double  pen  log  house  where  Giles  l).  Ellis  and  his  father  lived 
alter  he  married  the  widow  Townsend.  The  late  W.  C.  Townsend, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  a  large  amount  of  land,  many 
skives,  and  a  great  many  cattle. 

It  is  believed  that  (dies  l).  Ellis  soon  alter  he  married  his  Inst 
wile,  Mary  Bianning,  moved  from  Alachua  County  to  what  is 
known  as  the  Bob  Martin  place  where  Wilson  Martin  now  lives 

m  Columbia  County,  where  all  ol  his  children  by  Mary  Brannin<> 
were  horn. 
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Giles  U.  Ellis  and  his  last  wile,  Nancy,  had  two  children: 
Mattie  Buchanan  Ellis,  who  was  born  March  24,  1857,  married 
Milton  Denseler  and  died  April  12,  1940;  and  Thomas  Bragg 
Ellis,  who  was  born  June  25,  18(14,  and  died  July  1,  1894,  and  was 
never  married. 


C*iles  U.  Ellis,  at  the  time  ol  the  death  ol  his  first  wile,  Mary 
Branning  Ellis,  also  owned  a  large  amount  ol  land,  many  slaves 
and  several  hundred  head  ol  cattle  and  had  money  loaned  on 


interest. 

1  he  widow,  Nancy  1  ownsend,  perhaps,  was  at  the  time 
considered  a  “rich  widow”  and  (dies  U.  Ellis,  after  the  death  of 
his  first  wile  was  likewise  considered  a  “rich  widower  with  a 
glorious  Indian  War  record  and  was  the  leading  political  figure 
in  the  southern  end  of  Columbia  County. 

It  is,  therefore,  not  surprising  that  this  “rich  widower”  and 
this  “rich  widow,”  (dies  and  Nancy,  became  interested  in  each 


other  and  soon  found  themselves  bound  by  the  bonds  ol  matri¬ 
mony— married. 

(dies  IJ.  Ellis  was  a  Captain  in  the  Indian  War  in  1845-1842 
in  Morida  and  was  in  charge  ol  the  defense  ol  a  large  portion  ol 
Columbia  and  Alachua  Counties  in  that  War;  and  built  the  lol- 
lowing  Eorts:  Tustennuggee,  Eort  Call,  Mt.  Tabor,  and  rebuilt 


old  Eort  White,  lent  New  nansvil  le,  and  perhaps  lent  Eannin  on 
the  Suwannee  River. 

(dies  lb  Ellis  served  as  County  Commissioner  of  Columbia 
County  in  1847  and  1862.  His  commissions  were  dated  October 
22,  1847  and  January  22,  18(12,  respectively.  lie  served  as  Repre¬ 
sentative  from  Columbia  County  for  two  sessions  in  1845  and  one 
session  in  1848  in  the  first  General  Assembly,  (Legislature),  of 
Florida,  after  its  admission  to  the  Union,  March  4,  1845. 

During  the  Indian  Uprising  in  185(1-1857,  he  was  made  a 
Major  and  defended  about  the  same  territory  against  the  Indians; 

I  lie  tax  roll  ol  Columbia  County  lor  1849,  shows  the  property 
ol  (dies  U.  Ellis  as  follows:  2b  slaves,  474  ac  res  ol  land,  $1,200.00 
loaned  on  interest,  1  watch,  7 a  vehic  les  and  carriages,  200  head 
ol  cattle;  and  his  taxes  were,  on  that  property,  $22.80. 

I  he  tax  roll  ol  Columbia  County  I01  1850  shows  the*  property 
for  (dies  IJ.  Ellis  was  as  follows:  29  slaves,  510  acres  ol  land, 
$1,892.00  loaned  on  interest,  1  watch,  75  vehicles  and  carriages, 
head  ol  cal  lie;  and  his  taxes,  on  that  properly  were  $  u.'f  .t,  i . 
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Giles  U.  Ellis,  before  the  Civil  War,  ran  and  operated  a  store 
of  general  merchandise  at  Ellisville,  which  was  named  in  his 
honor.  His  slave  ‘quarters,’’  dwelling  houses  for  his  slaves,  were 
between  the  present  “Churchwell’  house  and  the  paved  highway 
in  the  field  which  he  cleared  with  his  slaves  in  185(1.  He  bought 
off  of  the  Slave  Block  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  for  $1,000.00  in  gold 
a  negro  male  slave,  about  twenty  years  of  age— Ben  McNish,  who 
became  the  ancestor  of  the  McNish  family  of  colored  people  in 
Columbia  County.  At  the  Surrender,  at  the  close  of  the  Cavil  War 
in  1865,  he  freed  63  slaves. 

Nancy  Townsend  Ellis  died  March  12,  1 88(>,  and  Giles  U. 
Ellis,  her  husband,  died  eight  days  later,  March  20,-  1 88(5,  and  both 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Phillippi  Baptist  Church,  where 
they  were  buried. 

And  so  it  is,  (dies,  Mary,  and  Nancy,  served  well  and  passed 
from  time  to  eternity  to  receive  their  well  deserved  crowns.  SUG 
GES  1  ION:  Let  the  present  and  future  Ellis  descendants  prepare 
a  type  written  copy  ol  the  history  of  their  respective  families  from 
time  to  time  through  the  coining  years  and  attach  the  same  to 
this  copy  of  said  History  for  their  descendants  that  they  might 
pass  on  a  continuous  History  lor  their  family  for  many  genera¬ 
tions  to  come. 


MARY  ELLIS 

Mary  Ellis,  born  in  1793  (or  1803)  and  died  April  6,  1872, 
was  the  sister  ol  Captain  I  homas  G.  Ellis  and  Major  (dies  U. 
Ellis.  Mary  Ellis  married— Hancock.  They  had  at  least  one  child, 
a  son,  whose  name,  date  ol  birth,  death,  and  marriage  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Martin  H.  Hancock,  died  January  10,  1870,  at  the  age  of 
58  years,  19  days.  His  wile  was  Civility  Hancock  who  died  Janu- 
ary  7,  18(19,  at  the  age  ol  50  years,  1  month,  and  12  clays.  Martin 
and  Civility  had  five  children,  whose  names,  dates  of  birth,  deaths, 
and  marriages  are  as  follows:  Mary  A.  (Ellis)  Hancock,  born 
January  7,  1838,  died  July  1  (>,  1898,  was  never  married;  Martha 
A.  (Ellis)  Hancock,  born  March  27,  1841,  died  February  18, 
189(1,  was  never  married;  fiances  ).  Hancock,  died  March  18, 
1878,  at  the  age  ol  38  years,  10  months,  23  days,  was  wife  ol  Wil¬ 
liam  M.  Duke,  who  was  born  January  1,  1830,  died  May  1  1,  1890; 
Dora  A.  Hancock,  the  wile  ol  J.  S.  Beckman,  died  November  29, 
1871,  at  the  age  of  2(1  years,  (i  months,  and  27  clays;  and  David  N. 
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Hancock,  died  May  8,  1878,  at  the  age  of  30  years,  9  months,  and 
5  days. 

Mary  Ellis,  who  married— Hancock,  is  referred  to  in  some  rec¬ 
ords  by  mistake  as  Macy  Ellis.  Her  son,  Martin  H.  Hancock,  his 
wife,  Civility,  and  their  five  children  are  buried  in  Magnolia 
Cemetery  in  Lake  City. 

Mary  A.  (Ellis)  Hancock  and  Martha  A.  Hancock,  who  was 
known  at  MATTIE  (Ellis)  Hancock,  operated  a  boarding  house 
for  many  years  after  the  Civil  War  in  Lake  City  known  as  the 
'  Hancock  House,”  which  stood  on  a  portion  of  the  same  land 
where  the  Blanche  Hotel  now  stands. 

Mary  and  Mattie  and  the  “Hancock  House”  played  very  im¬ 
portant  roles  in  the  general  election  of  187b  when  the  “Carpet¬ 
baggers,”  negroes,  and  republicans  were  defeated  in  Florida.  I  he 
following  is  a  more  detailed  account  of  that  election;  “Hog  and 
Hominy  Lick  Carpetbaggers,”  “Cencral  Election,  November, 
1876,  Columbia  County,-  Florida.” 
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HOG  AND  HOMINY 
LICK 

CARPETBAGGERS 


GENERAL  ELECTION ,  NOVEMBER ,  /<S76 
COLUMBIA  COUNTY,  FLORIDA 

Soon  after  the  Civil  War  closed  a  large  number,  of  “would  be” 
friends  of  the  colored  people,  who  had  recently  been  freed,  came 
from  the  north  to  the  south,  and  especially  to  Florida,  to  take 
charge  of  county  and  state  governments  and  put  the  negroes  in 
control  over  the  southern  white  people.  These  new  comers  from 
the  north  were  known  as  “carpel baggers.”  It  was  said  that  they 
had  all  of  their  worldly  possessions  in  their  carpetbags.  They 
promised  every  negro  family  forty  acres  and  a  mule.  Not  the  first 
negro  ever  received  an  acre  of  land  or  a  mule. 

1  hey  put  negroes  in  public  offices.  Jonathan  C.  Gibbs,  a  negro 
was  appointed  Secretary  of  State  in  tcSbcj.  Ike  Chisholm,  large 
black  negro,  who  could  neither  read  nor  write  and  who  had  driven 
a  pair  of  mules  and  wagon  from  Chester,  South  Carolina,  to 
Columbia  County,  Florida,  in  the  fall  of  i8(>()  for  Bob  Miller, 
the  Stringfel low's  and  John  J.  Bunch,  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  I  ax  Collec  tor  in  the  southern  end  of  Columbia  County. 
They  arrived  in  Fake  C  ity  January  i,  1  S(>7 . 

I  he  election  of  Judge”  Chisholm  enraged  the  white  peo¬ 
ple  and  they  resisted  the  carpetbaggers  in  every  possible  way. 

hisholm  one  morning  rode  his  nude  up  to  the  front  gate 
ol  Mr.  Dudley,  who  lived  in  the  southern  end  ol  Columbia  Coun¬ 
ty,  and  said  to  Mr.  Dudley,  I  is  come  lur  your  nude  fur  your 
taxes.”  Mr.  Dudley  replied,  “Why  certainly,  Judge’  Chisholm; 
the  bridle  is  on  the  stable  door.  Help  yourself,  Judge,’  to  the 
mule.  Mr.  Dudley  then  called  to  his  wife,  Betty,  to  bring  him  a 
chair  and  his  double  barreled  shot  gun.  lie  opened  the  lot  gate 
wide,  propped  it,  and  sat  in  the  c  hair,  leaning  against  the  gate  post 
with  his  gun  loaded  with  eighteen  buc  k  shot  in  each  barrel  across 
Ins  lap  and  said,  “  ‘  Judge,  there  is  my  mule.  I  le’s  gentle.  Go  rigl't 
on  and  get  him,  Judge.  Just  help  yourself.”  “Judge”  Chisholm 
looked  at  that  double  barreled  shot  gun,  left  the  mule  in  the 
stable,  and  was  gone.  No  taxes  collected. 
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Through  the  years  1866  ancl  1876  there  was  a  great  deal  ol 
violence  between  the  carpetbagger  Republicans  and  the  negroes 
on  one  side  and  the  real  Southern  white  people  on  the  other. 
Many  ol  the  colored  people  became  very  insolent  and  insulting 
to  the  white  people  and  there  was  olten  bloodshed.  In  Jackson 
County  one  lady,  Maggie  McClellan,  while  sitting  on  the  1 1 011 1 
porch  ol  a  Hotel  in  Marianna  was  shot  to  death.  1  lie  caipetbag- 
gers  really  meant  to  kill  her  lather.  During  this  reign  ol  ten 01  the 
carpetbag  clerk  ol  the  Court  ol  Jackson  County,  J.  Q-  Dickin¬ 
son,  and  J.  N.  Krimminger,  who  had  been  president  pro  tern  of 
the  Senate  in  1869,  were  killed.  A  little  later  a  negro  was  lync  hed 
from  a  large  red  oak  tree  in  January  Sink  on  the  banks  ol  Ham¬ 
mock  Branch  near  Mikesville  in  Columbia  County.  In  later  ye.us 
the  writer  as  a  boy  was  shown  this  oak  tree  and  the  limb  by  one 
of  the  farmers  who  lived  in  that  section.. 

Alter  the  war  the  negroes  and  carpetbag  republicans  were  in 
the  majority  but  the  Democrats  increased  Irom  year  to  year. 
Violence  continued.  1  he  white  man  had  to  guard  and  protect 
white  women  from  criminal  assault.  1  HEY  WERE  PRO  1  EC- 
TED. 

In  187b  George  E.  Drew  was  the  Democratic  candidate  lot 
governor  ol  Elorida  and  Marcellus  E.  Stearns  was  the  Republican 
candidate  for  governor.  1  his  campaign  was  the  most  violent  and 
bitter  ever  held  before  or  since  in  the  State  ol  Elorida. 

Miss  Mary  (Ellis)  Hancock  and  Miss  Martha  (Ellis)  Han¬ 
cock,  known  as  Mattie  (Ellis)  Hancock,  were  granddaughters  ol 
Mary  Ellis,  who  was  a  sister  ol  Odes  U.  Ellis  ancl  1  lionias  C.  Ellis. 
Eor  many  years  alter  the  Civil  War  Mary  ancl  her  sister,  Mattie 
operated  a  boarding  house  known  as  the  Hancock  House  in 
l.ake  City  on  the  site  of  the  present  Blanche  Hotel. 

The  Democrats  in  Columbia  County  had  been  working  hard 
for  a  long  time  to  defeat  the  negroes  and  carpetbag  Republicans 
in  the  general  election  ol  187(1.  I  hey  said,  “A  carpetbagger  was 
a  scalawag  from  the  north  who  said  a  negro  was  just  as  good  as  he 
was  and  told  the  truth  when  he  said  it." 

The  Democrats  and  their  lamilies  had  sullered  lor  nearly  ten 
years  under  the  rule  ol  the  negroes  and  c  ai  pet  baggers.  Alter  suiler- 
ing  all  ol  these  years,  the  Democrats  were  determined  by  the  help 
of  God,  whom  they  worshipped,  to  overthrow  the  rule  ol  the 
negroes  and  carpetbag  Republicans,  all  ol  whom  looked  just 
alike  to  the  real  southern  white  people. 
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On  Thursday  before  the  election  on  the  first  I  uesday  in 
November,  1876,  it  was  learned  in  Columbia  County  that  Negro 
soldiers  would  be  sent  by  train  on  Monday  from  Jacksonville  to 
Lake  City  to  take  charge  of  all  matters  in  and  about  the  election 
and  to  make  certain  that  carpetbag  Republicans  won.  As  soon  as 
it  was  learned  that  the  negro  soldiers  were  coming,  the  Democrats 
began  to  assemble  in  Lake  City  all  through  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday.  On  Friday  night  the  Democrats  met  in  secret  session 
and  organized  for  action  to  defeat  the  negroes  and  carpetbag 
Republicans  on  the  following  1  uesday.  Joseph  Raya,  a  merchant 
in  Lake  City,  and  a  farmer,  John  (.  Bunch,  from  the  southern  end 
of  the  county,  who  had  been  well  trained  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Confederate  Army,  were  elected  Captains  of  the  Democrats.  Fvery 
Democrat  promised  to  obey  every  order  of  the  Captains  and  to  do 
his  utmost  to  win  the  election.  1  he  Democrats  were  in  secret 
session  almost  continuously  from  Thursday  until  after  the  election 
on  the  following  Tuesday. 

The  train  arrived  in  Lake  City  from  Jacksonville  on  Monday 
afternoon  with  the  negro* soldiers.  I  he  soldiers  paraded  and  drill¬ 
ed  up  and  down  Marion  Street  in  Lake  City  to  frighten  the  Demo¬ 
crats.  The  people  in  Lake  City  had  been  instructed  to  stay  at 
home  and  keep  off  the  street.  Raya  and  Runch  instructed  the 
Democrats  not  to  say  a  word,  watc  h  every  turn  and  movement  ol 
the  soldiers  and  ollicers,  and  report  everything  at  once  to  the 
secret  meeting  and  stand  ready  lor  ac  tion  on  a  minute’s  notice. 

Some  of  the  officers  in  command  ol  the  negro  soldiers  went 
Monday  night  to  the  Hancock  House  and  ordered  Mary  and 
Mattie  to  prepare  supper  for  the  negro  soldiers  and  ollicers.  Mary 
and  Mattie  stood  in  their  front  door  and  told  those  ollicers  flatly 
that  they  would  not  cook  for  those  negroes  and  slammed  the  door 
in  their  faces. 

Soon  Raya  and  Runch  appeared  at  the  back  door  and  talked  to 
Mary  and  Mattie  in  the  kitchen  and  told  them  that  il  they  would 
prepare  supper  for  the  negro  soldiers  that  they  would  supply  the 
provisions  and  that  it  would  be  a  great  help  to  the  Democrats. 
Mary  and  Mattie  agreed  promptly  and  told  them  that  they  would 
not  only  prepare  supper  but  that  they  would  do  anything  to  help 
the  Democrats. 

In  a  little  while  there  was  a  pile  of  home  cured  bacon,  a  sack 
lull  of  water-ground  hominy,  a  sack  lull  of  water-ground  meal, 
and  a  quantity  of  coffee  on  the  kitc  hen  table.  Raya  and  Runch  av 
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signed  some  six  or  eight  Democrats  to  assist  Mary  and  Mattie  in 
preparing  supper.  Some  of  the  Democrats  sliced  bacon,  others 
ground  the  coffee  in  a  little  hand  coffee  mill  fastened  to  the 
kitchen  wall,  others  made  coffee  in  big  coffee  pots,  while  Mary 
and  Mattie  made  hoe-cakes  and  pone  corn  bread. 

While  supper  was  being  prepared  the  officers  and  soldiers 
waited  impatiently  and  washed  their  laces  and  hands  on  the  water 
shell  at  one  end  of  the  front  porch  ol  the  Hancock  House.  They 
stored  all  of  their  guns  and  ammunition  in  a  shedroom  at  the 
other  end  of  the  porch. 

At  long  last  supper  was  ready  and  Mary  and  Mattie  opened  the 
Iront  doors  of  the  dining  room  and  called  the  negro  soldiers  and 
officers  into  supper  and  closed  the  doors  behind  them.  When  the 
officers  and  soldiers  entered  the  dining  room  they  found  on  long 
wooden  tables,  large  piles  of  fried  bacon,  iron  pots  filled  with  hot 
hominy,  large  coffee  pots  filled  with  boiling  coffee,  and  a  large 
amount  of  hoe-cakes  and  pone  corn  bread.  They  had  "HOO 
AND  HOMINY”  for  supper. 

While  they  were  eating  supper,  there  appeared  at  the  back 
window  of  the  sited  room  on  the  front  porch  a  mule  and  a  wagon, 
f  very  gun  and  all  ol  the  ammunition  quietly  slipped  out  that  back 
window  into  the  wagon.  I  hat  good  old  mule  “tiptoed  for  a  short 
distance  and  then  ran  as  hard  as  he  could  into  a  nearby  lake, 
flank  deep,  with  those  guns,  and  ammunition  which  went  to  the 
bottom  ol  that  lake.  Soon  the  mule  was  back  in  his  stable  finish¬ 
ing  his  corn  and  fodder  while  some  hall  dozen  dripping  wet 
Democrats  were  standing  in  the  secret  meeting  telling  the  others 
what  had  happened  to  the  guns  and  ammunition  while  the  negroes 
were  eating  “HOG  AND  HOMINY.” 

Captains  Baya  and  Bunch  divided  the  Democrats  in  groups  of 
three  or  lour,  and  the  members  ol  each  group  elected  their  leader. 

1  hey  were  instructed  not  lo  say  a  word,  work  quietly  and  obey 
all  orders. 

It  was  nearly  midnight  when  supper  was  over.  When  the 
officers  and  soldiers  emerged  from  the  dining  room  they  found 
some  three  hundred  Democrats  in  line  in  the  street  in  front  ol  the 
Hancock  house  armed  with  cap  and  ball  pistols,  that  had  been 
used  in  the  Confederate  Army,  squirrel  l  ilies  and  double  barreled 
shot  guns,  and  ammunition.  AND  LO!  ALL  WI  KI  GONT.  LHK 
ROOM  WAS  LMLIY.  Bunch  mounted  the  front  porch  ol  the 
Hancock  House  and,  with  his  hands  cupped  to  his  mouth  and 
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standing  on  tip  toe,  called  to  the  Democrats  at  the  top  of  his 
voice:  “  l  ake  ’em,  my  boys,  take  ’em.’  F.ach  group  grabbed  a 
soldier  or  officer.  There  was  wild  confusion.  The  soldiers  and 


officers  were  trying  to  jerk  loose.  They  were  sometimes  rolling  on 
the  ground  and  sometimes  jumping  in  the  air  while  Baya  and 
Bunch  were  going  among  the  groups  ol  Democrats  and  calling, 
“Hold  them,  boys,  hold  them!  lake  them  to  the  woods,  take 
them  to  the  woods.’’  Mary  and  Mattie  were  standing  in  their 
front  door  watching  Columbia  County  Democracy  in  action.  I  1 
WAS  ONE  GRAND  FIGHT.  “There  was  a  hot  time  in  the  old 
town  that  night.’’  The  Democrats  rubbed  the  jaws  and  heads  ol 
soldiers  with  their  lists.  Not  a  shot  was  fired.  Some  of  the  soldiers 
jerked  loose  and  ran  into  the  darkness  of  the  night  just  as  fast  as 
their  feet  could  carry  them.  In  a  very  few  minutes  each  group 
had  its  man  and  was  gone  to  the 'woods  and  all  was  again  cjuiet 
at  the  Hancock  House. 

Where  were  the  negro  soldiers?  What  happened  in  the  woods? 

That  was  never  told,  but  there  were  whispered  rumors  the  next 
day  and  through  the  succeeding  years  to  come,  that  handy  oak 
limbs,  barrel  staves,  leather  buggy  traces,  empty  Hour  barrels  and 
the  butt-end  of  logs  rendered  good  service  while  the  Democrats 
made  an  impression  of  Columbia  County  Democracy  on  those 
negro  soldiers. 

O 


The  Democrats  patrolled  the  streets  all  night  and  guarded 
the  Court  House  and  business  houses  to  prevent  the  carpetbag 
Republicans  from  setting  fires  in  Lake  City,  because  it  was  a 
custom  in  those  clays  that  after  an  election  the  defeated  party 
would  set  a  fire  to  the  Court  House.  The  late  Judge  \\  .  M.  Ives 
told  the  writer  a  short  time  before  his  death  that  the  Court  House 
in  Lake  City  had  been  set  on  fire  lour  times  after  elections  by 
the  defeated  party  and  completely  destroyed  on  the  following 
dates:  In  November,  1848,  about  September  19,  1 8(H),  about 
October  14,  18(17,  and  about  December  go,  1874. 

The  polls  were  opened  on  elec  lion  day  at  sunrise.  I  he  Demo¬ 
crats  had  been  instructed  to  go  to  the  polls  early,  vote,  say  noth¬ 
ing  and  go  home.  What  few  soldiers  were  seen  on  the*  streets  on 
election  day  were  quiet  as  a  kitten  on  a  cnipet.  Why?  Because* 
they  had  received  an  IMPRESSION  the  night  before. 

I  he  Republicans  voted  most  ol  the  negroes  and  worked  hard 
to  win  the*  election.  Election  tricks  were  worked  in  every  way  by 
both  sides.  The  polls  were  c  losed  at  sundown.  The  ballot  box  had 
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been  guarded  all  day  by  armed  Democrats.  It  was  alter  dark  when 
they  started  to  count  the  votes  in  the  Court  House,  which  then 
stood  about  where  the  band  stand  in  the  park  is  now  located  in 
Lake  City. 

The  carpetbag  Republicans,  some  negroes,  and  Democrats 
were  all  crowded  in  the  Court  House.  Baya  had  the  ballot  box 
on  a  table  getting  ready  to  count  the  votes  when  quick  as  a  Hash 
the  carpetbag  Republicans  shot  out  the  lights  lrom  kerosene 
lamps  suspended  lrom  the  ceiling  and  lelt  the  room  in  utter 
darkness.  Baya  grabbed  the  ballot  box,  put  it  on  the  lloor,  stood 
on  top  of  it  with  both  feet  and  ordered  an  armed  guard  ol  Demo¬ 
crats  to  form  a  circle  around  the  box  and  let  no  Republican, 
negro,  or  carpetbagger  cross  the  line,  and  NONE  OF  1  HEM 
CROSSED  THAT  LINE.  Those  Democrats  in  that  circle  stood 
around  that  box,  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  their  guns  cocked,  and 
their  lingers  on  the  triggers,  while  Bunch  and  some  of  the  other 
Democrats  ran  into  the  court  yard  and  gathered  up  some  dead 
oak  limbs  and  dried  leaves  and  built  a  big  fire  in  the  fire  place. 
Baya  then  ordered  the  tellers  to  open  that  box  and  count  the  votes 
on  the  floor  in  the  center  of  the  circle  of  the  armed  guards.  When 


the  votes  were  finally  counted  and  Drew  was  the  leading  candi¬ 
date  for  governor,  and  the  Democratic  candidates  for  other  of¬ 
fices  were  in  the  lead,  there  was  one  more  grond  shout  in  that 
old  Court  House.  Republicans  and  carpetbaggers  began  to  quiet 
down  and  go  home. 


The  late  Et.  J.  Le’Engle,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Jacksonville, 
told  the  writer  a  short  while  before  his  death  that  the  same  train 
that  carried  the  soldiers  to  Lake  City  carried  other  soldiers  on  to 

Madison  to  hold  and  control  the  election  in  Madison  Couniv. 

/ 

These  soldiers  had  stored  their  guns  and  ammunition  in  the 
baggage  car  near  the  engine  while  they  with  their  oflicers  were 
in  a  passenger  car  on  the  rear  train.  When  the  locomotive  pulling 
the  train  reached  the  western  back  of  the  Suwannee  Rivet  it 
“broke  clown’’  and  stopped  “dead  still.”  I  bis  left  the  train  stand¬ 
ing  on  the  railroad  trestle  over  the  Suwannee  River.  While  the 
engineer  was  working  on  his  engine,  all  of  the  guns  and  am- 
munition,  in  the  baggage  car  quietly  slid  out  the  door  into  the 
Suwannee  River  and  the  door  closed.  W  hen  the  train  armed  in 
Madison,  the  soldiers  went  to  the  baggage*  car  lor  their  guns  and 
ammunition.  AND  LO!  ALL  WERE  CONE.  The  car  was  empty. 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  Madison  County  went  Democratic. 
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The  election  throughout  the  State  ol  Florida  was  close.  1  he 
state  canvasing  board  composed  ol  carpetbag  Republicans  cheated 
Drew  out  of  his  nomination.  He  obtained  a  recount  by  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  and  won  by  a  majority  throughout  the  state  ol  19 5 
votes.  The  carpet  Republicans  were  to  blame.  The  negroes  were 
their  victims. 

Mary  and  Mattie  fed  them  “Hog  and  Hominy.”  Those  noble 
women  and  the  heroic  three  hundred  gave  of  their  best  to  Iree 


Columbia  County  from  the  rule  ol  the  negroes  and  carpetbag 

Republicans.  A  good  job  well  done! 

Eighty  long  years  have  passed  and  it  seems  that  we  can  still 
feel  the  grasp  ol  their  outstretched  hands  and  hear  theii  gentle 
voices  as  they  call  to  us  of  this  day.  “CARRY  ON;  CARRY  ON. 


INFORMATION 

GO  VERA  O R  OF  GEORGIA 

The  last  of  the  thirteen  original  colonies,  Georgia,  was  settled 
by  James  Edward  Oglethorpe  in  1733,  with  one  hundred  twenty 
settlers.  This  colony  was  administered  by  Oglethorpe  until  he 
surrendered  his  charter  to  the  King  ol  England  in  1753*  Soon 
thereafter.  In  175b,  the  King  ol  England  appointed  Henry  Ellis 
as  the  lieutenant-governor  of  the  Colony  ol  Georgia,  which  ol- 
fice  lie  held  for  about  three  years.  Ellis  was  an  able  man,  a  real 
speaker,  and  a  good  administrator.  He  was  greatly  beloved  by  all 
the  people  ol  the  colony.  He  resigned  as  Governor  ol  Geoigia 
and  was  appointed  by  the  King  ol  England  governor  ol  Nova 
Scotia. 


CAPITAL  SH  E  OF  FLORIDA 


Soon  after  the  United  States  bought  Florida  Irom  Spain  in 
1 8  1  <>  and  changed  flags  in  1821,  Governor  Duval  of  the  Territory 
of  Florida  appointed  three  Commissioners,  Williams,  Simmons 
and  Foster,  to  selec  t  a  site  for  the  capital  ol  the  I  crritory.  1  hese 
Commissioners  inspected  most  ol  northern  Horida  Irom  Pensacola 
to  St.  Augustine.  While  they  were  inspecting  the  country  in  and 
around  St.  Marks  and  Wakulla,  they  met  at  the  house  ol  a  Mr. 
Ellis,  on  October  Hi,  1823,  and  remained  two  or  three  days  with 
Mr.  Ellis.  Mr.  Ellis  served  as  a  guide  to  the  Commissioners  while 
they  were  inspecting  that  section  ol  the  1  crritory  and  showed 
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them  the  .way  to  the  village  of  Tallahassee,  the  Indian  Chief. 
The  Commissioners  selected  that  spot  lor  the  capital  of  the  Ter¬ 
ritory  ol  Florida,  which  was  later,  by  proclamation  of  Governor 
Duval,  March  4,  1824,  proclaimed  to  be  the  capital  of  the  Terri¬ 
tory  of  Florida,  and  the  same  was  approved  by  Congress  May 
24,  1825. 

On  the  southeast  lawn  of  the  State  Capitol,  as  it  now  stands 
between  a  walk-way  and  the  ollice  ol  our  Secretary  ol  State,  is  a 
little  monument  about  a  foot  high,  12  inches  wide,  and  20  inch¬ 
es  long,  with  a  sloping  face,  bearing  this  inscription:  “  The  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  assembled  on  this  spot  in  a  log  hut 
in  1824.  ’  This  log  hut  was  called  the  “Council  House.’’ 

So  it  is,  Mr.  Ellis  entertained  the  Commissioners  in  his  home 
for  two  or  three  days  in  1824  and  guided  them  to  the  spot  where 
the  capital  building  of  Florida  was  later  built  and  now  stands. 


FORT  MT.  TABOR 


Immediately  after  the  massacres  by  the  Seminole  Indians  in 
'1845  and  1846,  the  United  States  Government  placed  Major  Giles 
IJ.  Ellis  in  command  of  the  defense  of  a  large  portion  of  North 
central  Florida.  He  built  in  18-16  Fort  Tustennuggee,  Fort  White, 

OO  7 

Fort  Newnansville,  Fort  Fanin  and  Fort  Mt.  Tabor  and  in  18^8 
he  built  Fort  Call. 

Fort  Mt.  1  abor  was  built  between  the  present  Church  of  that 
name  on  the  North  and  a  large  spring  ol  water  about  too  yards 
South  ol  said  Church.  Major  FI  I  is  placed  Jeremiah  Ward,  a 
prominent  citizen  that  lived  in  that  community,  in  charge  ol 
Fort  Mt.  1  abor  and  he  defended  that  section  ol  Columbia  Coun¬ 
ty  lor  nearly  seven  years  and  left  nothing  undone  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  ol  the  people.  Ward  was  greatly  beloved  by  the  people  for  his 
heroic  services.  He  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Mt.  labor 
Church. 


DESIRED  INFORMATION 

Jacob  Ellis  was  Fax  Assessor  ol  Columbia  County  from  1877 
to  1881.  A  letter  dated  August  27,  1928  from  the  late  Ernest  Amos, 
Comptroller  of  Florida,  to  Mr.  Watts  Bethea,  1\  ().  Box  694. 
Fake  City,  Florida,  reads  as  lollows:  “Dear  Sir; 
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Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  26th,  1  beg  to  advise 
that  the  records  in  this  office  show  that  Jacob  Ellis,  en¬ 
listed  on  15th  day  of  April,  1862,  in  Captain  Banks  Com¬ 
pany  E,  7th  Regt.  of  the  State  ol  Georgia,  and  served  until 
April  <)th,  1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged,  on 
account  of  the  close  of  the  war,  at  Georgetown,  South 
Carolina. 

Assuring  you  of  my  pleasure  in  serving  you,  and  trust¬ 
ing  that  this  is  the  information  desired,  I  am 

Yours  Very  truly, 

(Signed)  Ernest  Amos,  Comptroller. 

Who  were  his  parents  and  grandparents?  Can  anyone  give  me 
more  information  about  Jacob  Ellis? 

There  is  in  the  cemetery  of  Olustee  Baptist  Church,  a  gra\e 
with  a  tall  tombstone  with  the  following  inscription:  T.  W.  Ellis, 
l\E  1).  born  April  i(i,  1873,  and  died  February  28,  1901.  Who  were 
his  parents  and  grandparents?  Can  anyone  give  me  inlorfnation 
about  T.  W.  Ellis? 

THE  LEGISLA  TURE 


Giles  IJ.  Ellis  served  as  Representative  from  Columbia  County 
for  two  sessions  in  1845  and  one  session  in  1848  in  the  First 
General  Assembly  of  Florida.  Chapter  294  of  the  Laws  of  Florida 
of  1848,  shows  among  other  things,  that  Giles  IT  Ellis  traveled 
280  miles  in  going  to  and  from  the  General  Assembly  in  Talla¬ 
hassee  and  was  paid  ioff  a  mile,  $28.00,  and  served  48  days  and 
was  paid  $3.00  a  day,  $144.00,  a  total  of  $172.00. 

The  late  William  IT  (Bill)  Weeks  was  a  member  of  the 
Senate  of  the  General  Assembly  (Legislature)  of  Florida  from 
Bradford  and  Clay  Counties  in  1 868. 

The  late  W.  H.  L.  Townsend,  the  son  of  W.  C.  Townsend, 
who  married  California  Ellis,  was  a  member  ol  the  House  ol 
Representatives  ol  the  Legislature  of  Florida  in  1879. 

John  E.  Niblack,  from  Columbia  County,  married  Texas  Ellis, 
was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  ol  1 883  from  Columbia.  County. 

John  J.  Bunch,  who  married  Francos  Utah  Ellis,  was  the 
lather  of  James  IT  Bunch,  author  ol  these  notes,  was  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  ol  the  Legislature  of  Florida 
from  Columbia  in  1897. 
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JAMESTOWN  TO  HOGTOWN 
(GAINESVILLE) 

DAVID  ELLIS  TO  GILES  ELLIS,  SR. 


David  Ellis  was  most  likely  the  first  Ellis  to  set  loot  on  Amer¬ 
ican  soil.  He  arrived  at  Jamestown  June  7 ,  1610,  about  three 
years  alter  Jamestown  was  settled  May  14,  ibo7-  His  son,  John 
Ellis,  settled  in  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  across  Chesa¬ 
peake  bay  lrom  Jamestown.  John’s  son,  John  Ellis,  Jr.,  was  born 
in  1  hb  1  and  settled  in  Henrico  (anility,  Virginia.  John  Ellis,  Jr., 
married  a  girl  named  Susannah,  and  their  children  were  John, 
William  (.1705-1788),  Thomas,  Henry,  James,  Joseph  (17 1 5' 
Mary  and  Charles  (17  1 9- 1 7^9)  . 

William  (1705-1788),  Thomas  Henry,  James,  Joseph  ( 1 7 1 5“ — )> 
Jr.,  was  born  May,  1705,  and  died  October  i(),  1788,  at  the  ; 

84  years.  The  said  William  Ellis  had  children  as  lollows:  John, 
William,  Jr.,  Jacob,  David,  Susannah,  Lucy,  Elizabeth  and  Mary. 
The  said  William  Ellis,  Jr.,  who  died  September  12,  1825,  mar¬ 
ried  a _ Walker.  He  was  the  lather  of  (dies  U. 

Ellis,  Sr.  (1777-1838),  who  was  a  native  ol  North  Carolina  and 
moved  to  Bullock  County,  Georgia. 

Giles  Ellis,  Sr.  married  Elizabeth  Hagan,  and  had  ten  chil¬ 
dren  being;  named  in  order  of  birth  as  follows:  Polly,  Sara,  Eliza- 

O  J 

betli,  Martha,  Mary,  Frances,  John,  (dies  U.,  Colson  and 
Thomas  C. 

(dies  Ellis,  Sr.  (1777-1838)  and  family  moved  from  Georgia 
to  Florida  in  1820  and  settled  in  Nassau  County.  1  he  said  (dies 
Ellis,  Sr.  and  family  next  moved  to  Hogtown  (Gainesville);  Ala¬ 
chua  County,  Florida,  on  December  24,  1824. 

From  Jamestown,  June  7,  if)  10,  the  line  ol  descent  is  as  lol¬ 
lows:  David  El  Lis,  his  son  John  Ellis,  his  son  John  Ellis,  Jr.,  his 
son  Charles  Ellis,  his  son  William  Ellis,  and  his  son  (dies  Ellis, 
Sr.,  to  Hogtown  (Gainesville) ,  December  24,  1824-214  years,  (i 
months  and  1 7  days. 

Major  Ellis  and  his  good  wife,  Nancy  E.  Ellis  were  greatly 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  them,  as  shown  by  the  following  tributes 
paid  them. 
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To  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  N.  L.  Ellis, 
for  the  ft Guide” 

I  stood  to-day  by  a  new-made  grave. 

It  was  dreary,  damp  and  cold; 

But  the  form  that  lay  beneath  the  clay 
Was  far  dearer  to  us  than  gold. 

For  jewels  like  her  are  very  rare, 

Her  deeds  would  a  volume  fill; 

No  one  gave  aught,  but  a  kindly  thought 
To  this  “Mother  in  Israel.” 

But  her  weary  spirit  now  is  freed 
From  the  bitter  lingering  pain; 

At  life’s-ebb-tide  on  the  other  side, 

We  will  surely  meet  her  again. 

Oil!  bruised  and  broken  hearts  be  glad, 

O  7 

Let  joy  your  bosoms  thrill; 

A  cross  for  a  c  rown  has  been  laid  down 
By  this  “Mother  in  Israel.” 


Mikesville,  Fla.,  March  14,  188b. 

MAJOR  GILES  UXDERHIEE  EEE1S 

File  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Bullock  county,  Oa., 
March  22,  1809.  Fie  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1886,  in  Mikesville,  Columbia  county,  Fla.  His  wife.  Sister  Nancy 
L.  Fllis,  preceded  him  across  the  river  eight  days.  Bro.  I  1 1  is'  last 
days  on  earth  were  days  of  affliction,  but  lie*  bore  these  afflictions 
as  no  one  could  but  the  c  hild  ol  Cod.  His  last  clays  were  his  best 
and  brightest  days.  He  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  law  was 
given  by  Moses,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ. 
1  herelore  Jesus  was  very  precious  indeed  unto  his  soul.  Bro. 
Fllis  was  a  consistent  member  ol  Bhillippi  Baptist  Church  ol 
Christ.  His  hope  was  strengthened  in  Jesus  and  his  laid)  in¬ 
creased  in  the  blessed  promises  daily.  He  was  willing,  waiting, 
watching,  and  had  been  for  several  years.  Phillippi  Church  has 
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lost  two  ol  hei  strong  pillars,  but  the  church’s  loss  is  their  eternal 
gain.  T  hey  1  el t  a  large  lam i  1  y  connection,  with  a  host  ol  warm¬ 
hearted  Iriends  to  mourn  their  departure,  but  many  ol  their 
connection  and  Iriends  mourn  not  as  those  that  have  no  hope,  for 
we  know  we  shall  see  and  meet  them  again,  not  to  part,  but  to 
live  and  praise  our  God  forever. 

l\e solved,  That,  as  a  church,  we  shall  ever  cherish  their  memo¬ 
ry  as  that  of  a  true  Christian  brother  and  sister,  beloved  of  the 

land,  whose  good  works  and  Christian  character  are  pleasant  to 
remember. 

he  solved,  that  our  sorrow  is  not  as  those  who  are  without 
hope,  for  their  Christian  walk  and  consecrated  lives  assure  our 
hearts  that  they  have  entered  upon  that  rest  which  remaineth 
to  the  people  of  God. 

hesolved,  1  hat  we  spread  the  above  on  a  page  in  our  church 

ice ord,  and  ask  that  the  same  be  published  in  the  Florida  baptist 
Witness. 

Done  by  order  ol  the  church  in  conference,  April  17,  188b. 

G.  T.  LFITNFR,  Pastor, 

J.  A.  CAR R I  LL,  C  ommittee. 


So  it  is  these  soldiers  of  the  Cross  served  the  Divine  purposes 
ol  Cod  in  their  day  and  general  ion  and  went  to  their  heavenly 
home  to  do  the  will  of  their  Father  through  all  eternity. 


By  James  H.  Hunch 

Grandson  of  Major  (files  Underhill  Kllis, 

202  Law  Exchange  Building,  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

October  i  j,  ip.yy 
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